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Box 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearcliable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain d^ms under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. 1 Claims Nos,: 

— because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. m Claims Nos.: 1-12 (1n part) 

— because they relate to parts of the Intemational Appiication that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful Intemational Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



^' ^—^ tecause S^y are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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1 . I I As ail required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report covers all 
I — I searchable claims. 

2. rn As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Report 
1 — I covers only those claims for whic^ fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I isio rec^ired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this Intemational Search Report is 
— restricted to tiie Invention fir^ mentioned In the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: 
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The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 



I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTTISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box 11,2 
Claims Nos.: 1-12 (in part) 



Present claims refer to compositions of a polymer PI and a 'co-oligomer' 
01, to a process to prepare these compositions, to their use for coating 
different surfaces, for producing single or multilayer films and moulded 
objects, to a process for coating different surfaces and to articles or 
parts of articles prepared with the compositions. 

The subject-matter of claims 1-12 is not clear since the claims do not 
contain a definition of the relative term 'co-oligomer' . A clear 
definition of the term can however be found at description page 7, where 
component 01 is said to have a number-average molecular weight of 
100-30-000, and a polydispersity index of 'greater or equal to 1*. 

Thus, the claims do not contain a definition of PI and 01 in terms that 
will exclude them from being one and the same polymer. A definition of 
PI being different from 01 can only be found now at page 2, line 28 & 
ff., where It is stated that PI has a 'number-average molar mass' of 
'greater that 30.000* (...) to 'less or equal to 2.000.000' and having a 
polydispersity index of 'greater or equal to 1'. 

Since the claims are redacted using unclear terms, its subject-matter 
actually includes not only compositions (etc.) of PI and 01 being 
different polymers, but also compositions (etc.) constituted by a single 
polymer, such as, eg., any single homo- or co-polymer having at least 
one of the groups as recited for the monomer ic unit (m2) of claim 1. 
These homo- or co-polymers Include homo- or co-polymers of, eg., 
1-octene, (etc.), vinylhexyl ether (etc) and almost all possible 
fluoroalkyl-, alkoxysilyl-, carboxyl- or phosphonic acid- group 
containing vinyl (or (meth)acryl, etc.) polymers. 

Evidently, the initial phase of the search revealed a very large number 
of documents relevant to the issue of novelty. So many documents were 
retrieved that it is impossible to determine which parts of the claim(s) 
may be said to define subject-matter for which protection might 
legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). For these reasons, a meaningful 
search over the whole breadth of the claims is impossible. 

Additionally, present claims 1-12 relate to an extremely large number of 
possible compositions, uses, process and articles. Support within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 
5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small proportion of the 
compositions, uses, process and articles claimed. In the present case, 
the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, 
that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is 
impossible. 

The description refers to compositions of vinyl idene chloride (VdCl) as 
being 'preferred', and the examples disclosed refer exclusively to these 
VdCl polymer compositions. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



In particular, the application discloses only three (3) examples 
(examples 7, 8 and 10) according to claim 1, in which component PI of 
claim 1 is in all the three examples a VdCl /methyl methacrylate 
copolymer having a no-av. molar mass of 63.000 g.mol(exp)-l, and 
component 01 is either a) the diacid derivative of a VdCl/methyl 
methacrylate/MAPH0S(0CH3) copolymer having a no.-av molar mass of 5800 
mol.g(exp)-l (examples 7 and 8), or b) a (VdCl/methyl 
methacrylate)-g-FDA polymer having a no.-av molar mass of 19.800 
mol.g(exp)-l (example 10). 

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts relating to compositions, according to claim 1, in which: 

1) monomer (Ml) Is vinylidene chloride, and 

2) component PI has 

a number-average molar mass of greater than 30.000 to 
2.000.000 and 

a polydispersity index of greater than or equal to 1, 

3) component 01 has 

a number-average molecular weight of 100-30.000 and 
a polydispersity index of greater than or equal to 1, and 
carrying at least one group chosen from: 

a) -(CH2)b-CcF2c+l (as defined In claim 1), or 

b) -P0(0H)(0R1) (as defined in claim 1), 

as well as to a process to prepare these compositions, their use for 
coating surfaces and for producing single or multilayer films and 
moulded objects, to a process for coating surfaces and to articles or 
parts of articles prepared with the compositions, as specified (in part) 
in claims 1-12. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions In respect of which no International search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an International preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case Irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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